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News from the New Mexico Judiciary   June/July 2019 

Court Connections  

New online system lets parties settle financial disputes without going to court 
 

Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) started June 3 as a pilot program in the Sixth and Ninth Judicial Districts. It began 

June 10 in the Second Judicial District Court in Albuquerque and on June 17 in the Metropolitan Court in Bernalillo 

County.  The service will be expanded statewide later.  

 

ñNew Mexico courts are committed to advancing judi-

cial excellence through initiatives such as Online Dis-

pute Resolution,ò Supreme Court Chief Justice Judith 

Nakamura said in announcing the online service. ñThe 

innovative online service for settling cases costs less 

and is much faster than going to trial in a dispute over 

unpaid debts. With programs like ODR, our courts are 

able to expand public access to justice services, re-

duce the time to resolve some civil cases and improve 

court efficiencies.ò 

 

With ODR, the parties in a debt or money due lawsuit 

can negotiate at their convenience through online ex-

changes 

from any 

location with internet access using a computer, smartphone or mobile 

device. The online system asks questions of each party about what 

they want to potentially resolve the lawsuit.  

 

Offers are exchanged and if an agreement is reached, the online sys-

tem automatically prepares a settlement document and electronically 

files it with the court. Both parties may agree to request the help of a 

trained mediator during the first two weeks of negotiation. If no agree-

ment is reached after 30 days, the online negotiation ends and the case 

moves forward in court. 

 

ñGrowing numbers of New Mexicans are representing themselves in 

civil lawsuits. Online Dispute Resolution helps self-represented parties 

by making it easier to navigate a legal system that the public often finds 

complicated and confusing,ò said Second Judicial District Judge Jane 

C. Levy, who led a judicial team on the ODR implementation. 

 

See ODR cont., page 5. 
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An Online Dispute Resolution pilot program was announced 

at a news June 3 news conference.  Courts in six counties 

are piloting the program, which ultimately will go statewide.    
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Judiciaryôs new CIO focusing on ówildly important goalsô  

David Wasson, the Judiciaryôs new chief information officer started his career prosecuting government fraud and 

cybercrime in the Philadelphia District Attorneyôs Office. He then defended soldiers and their families as an Assis-

tant Staff Judge Advocate while serving in the U.S. Army Reserves. 

His two most recent positions helped 

make him the ideal person to run New 

Mexicoôs Judicial Information Division, 

commonly referred to as JID.  

From 2003 to 2013, Wasson was 

Court Administrator for Pennsylvaniaôs 

First Judicial District Court. He left that 

job to become an Engagement Man-

ager in the City of Philadelphiaôs IT 

shop. 

ñThe court system in Philadelphia is 

about the same size of New Mexico 

with regard to the number of judges, 

budget and population,ò Wasson said 

shortly after arriving in the Land of 

Enchantment. ñThis position is the 

perfect fit for me.ò  

Wasson said JID has a  team of 57 

seasoned IT professionals who already have implemented many cutting-edge systems.    

ñThe Judicial Information Division was in great shape when I arrived,ò Wasson said. ñFor example, nationally, vid-

eo technology and a unified case management system are where many courts want to go, and New Mexico is 

already there.ò 

Prioritizing Projects   

That does not mean Wasson and his team have nothing left to accomplish. In fact, the Judicial Information Sys-

tems Council, headed by Harding County Magistrate Judge Karen Mitchell, already has asked Wasson to tackle 

some ñwildly important goals,ò or WIGs.  

Chief among those WIGs are: 

¶ Devising ways to make it easier to gauge how the court system is performing by analyzing all of the data that 

flows through its information systems; and 

¶ Launching an online dispute resolution (ODR) program. 

 

The ODR program is set to be piloted in district and magistrate courts in the 2nd, 6th and 9th Judicial Districts in 

June before an eventual statewide roll out.   

See New CIO cont., page 6. 

 

David Wasson, the Judiciaryô s new CIO,  comes in with a mandate to 

focus on a series of  ñwildly important goalsò.  
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Supreme Court Building getting modern upgrades without losing historic character 

A long-awaited radiant heat system has been installed underneath the walkway at the New Mexico Supreme 

Court Building in downtown Santa Fe. The sidewalk adjacent to the historic building will have radiant heating as 

well.  

The $329,400 project will make the walk into the building safer during winter months. It also will save mainte-

nance staff from having to shovel snow from in front of the building.  

Dr. Lynette M. Pollari with the New Mexico Historic Preservation Division said that a radiant heat system will pre-

vent the freeze-thaw cycle every winter and reduce risks to visitors to the building.  

ñBecause the sidewalk is sloped and got very icy every winter for months on end, the Historic Preservation Divi-

sion recommended that the flagstone paving be removed and the radiant heat system installed within a new con-

crete slab with the pavers re-installed on top,ò said Dr. Pollari. 

The design was produced to ensure that the historic character of the main entrance and outdoor features would 

not be adversely affected, according to Pollari. 

The contractor is on schedule to finish by June 30.  Until then, public visitors enter the building through the South 

Entrance.  

A separate project to apply new stucco to the buildingôs inner courtyard was completed in May. Other portions of 

the building were re-stuccoed several years ago as part of renovations that repaired exterior balcony railings and 

replaced landscaping. 

The Supreme Court building opened in 1937, and is the only Works Progress Administration project in New Mexi-

co still in use for its original purpose. The building is on the National Register of Historic Places and the New 

Mexico Register of Cultural Properties.  

Workers install radiant heating in a new walkway in front of the New Mexico Supreme Court 

building. The modern upgrade will not change the buildingôs historic character.   
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Mora County Magistrate Court moves to new courthouse 

The Mora County Magistrate Court opened for business Monday, May 13th in a newly completed complex that serves as 

the county courthouse and will house the countyôs administrative offices. 

ñThe opening of the new court facility in Mora County is wonderful news for the people served by the magistrate and dis-

trict courts of the Fourth Judicial District,ò said Arthur Pepin, director of the Administrative Office of the Courts. ñThe peo-

ple of Mora County now have an inviting, modern place to resolve legal matters.ò 

The county has been without a courthouse since 2005, 

when its 59-year-old courthouse was condemned and va-

cated because of mold contamination, asbestos and the 

structureôs overall deterioration. The Magistrate Court relo-

cated to a small portable building at the Mora High School. 

ñOur court looks forward to serving the public from its new 

home in the Mora County complex and will continue do its 

best to carry out the Judiciaryôs mission of providing fair, 

timely and equal justice for all,ò said Magistrate Judge 

John Sanchez. 

The county started a construction project for a new court-

house more than a decade ago, but a nearly completed 

shell of the building sat unfinished for years after funding 

was exhausted.  In 2013, the Legislature approved addi-

tional funding but directed the county to collaborate with 

the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) to ensure completion of the project. An agreement with the county delegat-

ed project oversight to the AOC along with approval of financial decisions.  

The magistrate court occupies part of the buildingôs second floor under a long-term lease with the county. The district 

court also will use the courtroom in the building although larger trials may be held at the San Miguel County Courthouse in 

neighboring Las Vegas. County offices, such as the treasurer, assessor and clerk, will occupy the first floor and are ex-

pected to move into the building in the next few weeks. About half of the building will remain vacant for a future build-out 

and development by the county. 

ñCongratulations to Mora County for successfully overcoming the great challenges this project encountered,ò said Pepin. ñI 

am grateful for the support of local legislators as well as Mora County Commissioners who worked with Statewide Facili-

ties Manager Luis Campos and other members of the Administrative Office of the Courts to complete the project.ò 

 

 

The new courtroom in Mora County Magistrate Court.  

 The Mora County Magistrate Court is located in a newly constructed County Government Complex.  


